DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF EDUCATION

WASHINGTON

405 Marlborough S5%t.,

Boston, Mass,, June 20, 1919,

My dear Mrs, Cattg

Please find enclosed a copy of the resolutions which

wera presented to the League of Nations Commission on April T OWEDLe

Attached to these is a copy of the letter which Mr, Frazer wrote lady

Aberdeen after the conference,

Sincerely yours,
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The League of Nations Commission of the Peace Confersnce received on April 10, 1919, af e ‘
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deputation from the International Council of Women and the Conference of Women Sui‘fragista'“
of the Allied Countries and the United States,

The deputation was introduced by the ifarchioness of Aberdeen and Temair, President of
the International Council of Women, who assured the President and the Ilembers of the Commis-
sion of the entire sympathy of the more than twenty million women represented by the delega-
tion with the principles of the Leagus of Nations, and their desirs to ripen public opinion
in its favor through the women's organizations working in all parts of the world, To obtain
however the full co-operation of women, there were certain points which the delegation
wished to urge on the consideration of the Commission,

1. That women should be equally eligible with men to sit on all bodies and to fill all of-
fices set up under the League,

2. That States ensering the League undertaks to suppress all traffic in women and children
and the licensing of houses of ill-fame, |
3, That the principle of Woman Suffrage be recognized by the League of Nations as one which .'!
should be applied throughout the world, as soon as the civilization and democratic develop-
ment of each country may sco permit,

4, That the nations entering the League endeavor to make the aims and methods of their edu-
cational systems consistent with the general principles of the League of Nations and to this
end agree to establish a permanent Bureau of Education,

5, That provision be made in the Covenant of the League of Hations for an International Bu-
reau of Hygiene,

The above points wers further explained by

lrs. Corbett Ashby, England,

Madame Grinberg, France,

¥me, Avril de Sainte Croixz, France,

Miss S, Margery Fry, England,

Madzme de Witt Schlumberger,

e, Schiavoni Rosio, Italy,

Mrs, Fennie Fern Andrews, 18 oS (I L

Dr, Girard Yangin, France,
Amongst others who accompanied the deputation were lime. Bratiano, wife of the Prime ilinister
of Roumanis; lome, Brunachwig; lMadame d'Amatio Tivoli, Italy; Ifrs, G. Rublea, U, 3, A.; Mad-
ame Brogide, Belgium; Madame Puech; lme, Naria Vérone,

&

Sophia Smith Bessntos -ova




Madame Jules 3iegfried, President of the National Council of Women of France,

thanked the President and Commission for their kind reception, and the dsputation then

withdrew,




INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN AND CONFERENCE OF WOLEN
: SUFFRAGISTS OF THE ALLIZED COUNTRIZS AND
OF THE UNITED STATES
TO
THE PRE3IDENT AND MEMBERS OF TiE LEAGUS OF NATIONS
COMMISSION AND TO THE PLENIPOTENTIARIGS OF

THE PEACE CONFERENCE

I
THE POSITION OF WOMEN ON TEE COMMISSIONS

AND IN THS PERMANENT SECRETARIATS

Whereas the League of Natlons is demanded by the masses of the people.

Whereas its character to be effective should be democratic and representative,

Whereas half the peopls of the world are women,

The International Council of Women and the Conferesnce of Women Suffragists of the

Allied Countries and the United States petition as follows,

That women should be equally eligible with men to the Body of Delegates, the EBxefuiive

Council and the Permanent Secretariat and should be appdinted to all the permanent Commis-

sions on the same {erms as men,




MORATL QUESTIONS.

Wherags certain countries still maintain laws and customs which prectically

keap their women in a stats of slavary:

a); That they dacide the fate of children by promising them in marriage at
an early age:

b): By the toleration of either the openly avowed or privataly arranged sale
of women, i

Whereas the countries represented at the Peace Conference must recognize not
only the right of Kations, but also of individual citizens,

‘Whereas the special measures taken under vpretext of public health or public
safety with regard to women who are, or are suspected of being, prostitutes, fi-
nally achleve the entire degradation of these unhappy creatures, are a danger %o
public health in creating a false feeling of sdecurity in a dissoluts life, and
are thus in themselves an incentive to disorder and immorality,

The International Council of Women and the Conference of Women Suffragists

of the Allied Countries and the United States petition as follows:

1, To suppress the sale of women and children,

2, 7o respect and apply the principle of woman's liberty to dispose of her-
self in marriage,

3. To suppress the traffic in women, girls, and childrea of both sexes, and

its corollary, the licensed houses of 1l11-fame,




Whersas the Peace Confer=nce concerns the whole human race, as well women as men, and
that from this Confersnce we trust there will issue the reign of lasting Peace and thes
recognition of the right of peoples to a free self-determination,

Whereas no one can esteem himsalf authorized to speak in the name of the ppoples so long
as women, wno coanstitute half the human race, are excluded from the political 1ifs of the
nations,

Whereas those women who lack the suffrags are without a voice in the Government of thsir
country, and that it is profoundly unjust that they can take no part in decisions which may
issus in peace or war, decisions determining a future of which they, without a share in the
responsibility, must bear the consequences,

Whereas though not combattants they play an essential part in war, since, by giving
their sons for the defence of their country they furnish what may be called "Human material v

Whereas on the other hand women have, during the war, shown the value of their work and
their social activity,

‘Whereas the varticipation of mothers and wives in the suffrage would be ona of the best

guarantees for future paa.ce‘,

Whereas the status of women has ever been recognized as the criterion of civilization
and freedom in states,

The International Council of Women and the Conference of Women Suffragists of the Allied

Countries and the United States of America petition as follows;

1l) That the principle of Women's Suffrage be recognized by the FPeace Conference and
the Leagus of Nations in order that it may be applied throughout the world as soon as the
civilization and the democratic developmeny of each State may permit,

2) That in any Referendum which may be taken to decids the nationality of a country,

women shall, equally with men, be consulted as to the fate of their country,




EDUCATION.

Whereas a ILeague of Nat ions should be not only an instrument of Peace but also an in-
strument of civilization.

Thereas for the maintsnance of a League of Kations it is egseniial to teach children
from an early age to understand 1ts usefulness and its benefits znd to respect its aims;

W‘Aherea.s the true freedom of men and women can only be gained by a liveral and democratic
education, open to all citizens aliks:

The Internatiocnal Council of Women and the conference of Women 3uffragists of the Allied

Countries and the United States petition as follows:

That a provision be mede in the covenant of the Ieague of Natlons for an International

Bureau of Education,

ARTICIE XXI.

The High Contracting Parties will endeavor to make the aims and methods of their educa-
tional systems consistent with the gensral principles underlying the Leagus of Nations; and
to this end agree to establish as part of the organization of the League a permanent bureau

of HEducation,

The present Article X:J would become Article XXIT,




In view of the vital importance of questions of Hygiene and their bearing

upon present world conditions;

The Tnternationsl Council of Women and the Coaference of Women Suffragilats
of the Allied Countriss and the United 3tates petition as follows:

That provision be made in the Covenant of the League of Natlons for an In-

ternational Bureau of Hygiene,




ANMNERICAN COMMISSION

T0 NEGOTIATE PRACE

ArrdEl0, 810350

My dear TLady Aberdeen:

Just & line to tell you how nmch I was impressed by the

recommendations of the Women's Delegation last aight and especially by the man-
ner in which they were made, When I was quite a young man at the Jtate elections
in California in 1892 I voted for woman suffrage so that my conversion does not
date from yesterday, At the same time I felt that if any argumentd had been
necessary to fortify my convictions they wers furnished by the ladies who, a3
President Wilson remarked, were teaching the men a lesson in brevity.

With congratulations to you as the organizer of this inspiring manifesta-
:cio n,

Believe me,

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) ARTHUR HUGH FRAZER.




